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FURTHER NOTES ON INTRODUCED PLANTS (N SIAM. 

By Phya Winit Wanaxdorn. 

In continuation of the accounts of introduced plants 'in Siam 
which have appeared in the Natural History Supplement 1 , I here¬ 
with present notes on a number of additional species. 

It may be of interest to record that the systematic cultivation 
of exotic orchids in Siam may be said to have been initiated by Mr. 
Henry Alabaster during his tenure as superintendent of the Royal 
(the present Saranrom) Garden between fifty and sixty years ago. 

In Alabaster's time the first Siamese to take special interest 
in ore hid-growing was H„ S. II. Prince Bhakdi-nart; next was 
H. R, H. Prince Tiwako*n, but it is not certain whether he began 
the subject in Alabasters time or just after it. Since then many 
orchid-growing amateurs have cropped up, and among those who 
commenced the hobby above forty years ago may be mentioned 
Prince Prawm and Phya Pojana Prieha, Among the pioneers Prince 
Tiwakorn, however, deserves special mention, he being the first in 
this country to practise the hybridising of orchids, a result of which 
has lived to the present day as a token of his efforts in the line of 
sci cn ti ff e ore! i id -cu 1 tu r e. 

It was Alabaster also who first took up the cultivation of 

1 See Yob VIII, No. 3, p. 197, 1931; VoL VIII, No. 4, p. '334, 
1932 ; Voh IX, No. 1, p. 89, 1933. 
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native orchids in Siam, In this connection it may be mentioned 
that the Siamese name cfatvtj ( a oi?) which literally means elephant, 
as now app3 i ed to Sacral 1 1b iuni g !gii\ ifeum, was originated by Ij ini , 
and the specific name of the orchid is said to have struck him with 
the idea for the choice of the Siamese name. 

Allamanda violacea G&rdu. 

This purple-flowered Allammida, native of Brazil, is said to 
have come to Bangkok about thirty years ago. It is not known 
whence or by whom it was introduced. 

Also known by the above Siamese name are two other pur¬ 
ple - llow e red ga rd e u climbers. Crypt ost eg u t gi \ 1 1 u i iji ora an d a B up i o - 
ni&, neither of which, however, lias the hairy branches and leaves of 
the AUamanda. 

Arachnis moschifera BI. (licnanthera Arachnitis Lindl.) 

Spider Orchid. 

There are at present to be seen in Bangkok not many speci¬ 
mens of this climbing orchid, whose flower looks something like a 
huge spider and emits a pleasant scent of musk from the tip of its 
dorsal sepal. It is not certain when the species first came to 
Bangkok ; but a plant was brought from Penang to Peninsular Siam 
by Phya Churoon, then Governor of Lang Suan, about thirty-five 
years ago. A. vwschifera is a native of Java, Borneo, and the Malay 
Peninsula. 

Araucaria BidwiIli I Hook. BunyaBjuuyd Fine. ^U^U15J 

(son nam). 

The sou. ituiti, winch is probably the above Australian species, 
was introduced, it is said, by Mr. Boebelens about forty years ago, 
probably from Java. The Siamese name, which is literally prickly 
conifer, has been given apparently on account of the pungent charac¬ 
ter of the tips of the glossy dark -green leaves of the tree. 

Araucaria Cookii R. Br. num\t 

Some miniature potted specimens of this very ornamental 
conifer of New Caledonia were imported from Singapore by Nai Sri, 
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a plant dealer at Silom, towards the end of 1931. Similar plants, it 
is said, were also introduced to Bangkok, from Europe, by Roebelens 
about 1909. Many trees, apparently of this species, are now to be 
seen in front of the Abhisek Throne Hall; these are said to have 
been brought from Europe by King Ghulalongkorn in 1907, when 
returning from his second trip to that continent. 

Anacardium occidentals Linn. Cashew-nut. mlwjfajfl'msit 

The cashew-nut tree, native of South America, is common in 
Peninsular Siam; elsewhere in Siam it is rather rare, being usually 
grown only in Buddhist monastery grounds. 

At Lam pang, so far as known, the easliew-nut tree was first 
brought by a Burmese monk, from Mo til mein (Lower Burma) via Me 
Sot, and was planted at a monastery, Wat Sri el mm, about 1890, At 
Chiengmai the species was probably introduced earlier, also from 
Burma and by a similar agency. The common local names for the 
cashew -nut tree in Northern Siam are mamuang singhol 
and mamuang langka (U^imrn), both being direct Siamese ren¬ 
derings of the Burmese name thiho thuy&t, meaning Ceylon mango. 
From this Burmese name it is apparent that from Ceylon the cashew- 
nut tree was introduced to Burma. In the latter country it must 
ha\ e been for a long time, for, about sixty years ago, the species had 
already run wild to such an extent as to appear a native component 
of the beach flora of certain regions, to judge from what Kurss 1 has 
recorded of its occurence there. 

At Bangkok, the cashew-nub tree is rarely cultivated and is 
usually known as mamuang mmapan (UMJwiiWTUM ), which is liter¬ 
ally Himalayan hiango. The tree, however, is believed to have 
probably been introduced directly from Ceylon by a Bud didst 
missionary in the second or third reign of the present dynasty (1809- 
1851); the Bangkok name just mentioned, as w r ell as another one, 
mamuang mm mi hao (UMjTJSVtc), being purely of legendary 
character. 

In Peninsular Siam the cashew-nut tree is often cultivated, 




Kurz, S.j Forest Flora of British Banna, 1877, 
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and grows spontaneously on tlie sea beach. On the western coast, 
at least at Ranawng, the tree is also called mamuany sinyhol (Cey¬ 
lon mango). Elsewhere there are several names applied to the tree, 
but all of them are either descriptive of the peculiarity of the fruit 
or of no historical significance. Possibly the cashew-nut tree on the 
western section of the Siamese Peninsula was derived directly from 
Ceylon, or more probably from the adjoining provinces of Lower 
Burma, where the tree had become naturalised; while in the southern 
section it was likely supplied from the neighbouring Malay States, 
where, according to Ridley 1 , the species, which appears to have been 
introduced from South America in the XVIth century, had run wild. 

From its abundance in a naturalised state it would seem pro¬ 
bable that the cashew-nut tree appeared in the Peninsula before any¬ 
where else in Siam; but as to when and how it really came there, 
perhaps persons residing in that part of the country may be able to 
ascertain and report. 

Billbergia thyrsoides Mart. 

This species, as well as an allied plant, Arcgelia spectubUis 
Mez, thrmnuna, are known to have been in Bangkok for about twen¬ 
ty years. Both are natives of Brazil. 

Bixa orellana Linn. Arnotto. 

A native of Tropical America, the arnotto tree, whose seed 
yields the well-known arnotto dye, has been long cultivated in this 
country. Both the white- and the pink-flowered forms are to be met 
with. Since the introduction of the aniline dyes the tree has become 
scarce in the more civilised localities, being still frequently found 
cultivated and semi-wild only in out-of-the-way places. Some believe 
that it probably came into this country before the Bangkok era, that 
is, more than a century and a half ago. Of course economic plants 
spread quickly far and wide through the agency of man; but having 
seen it very common and perfectly at home in many of the remotest 
places the writer, however, cannot help feeling that the arnotto tree 
might have been in existence in this country for centuries. 


1 ltidley, H. N., Flora of the Malay Peninsula. 
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Buddleia sp. miraoniimj. 

On account of its delightfully fragrant white flowers which 
are produced in profusion all the year round, Koon Ying Wong 
Srididhep of Bangkok, in the early part of 1931, brought a cutting 
of this shrub from Batambong (Cambodia), where it was being- 
cultivated under the local name of naivn (WUBU). The original home 
of the species is probably not Cambodia or elsewhere in the Indo¬ 
chinese Peninsula. 

Bulbophyllum Fletcherianum Rolf. 

This is the only orchid seen in this country that has extra¬ 
ordinarily thick big fleshy leaves, which hang like huge strops, 
measuring over three feet long and six inches broad. It is a native 
of Dutch New Guinea and was imported from Singapore by Nai 
Wong Hin, a plant dealer of Bangkok, in September, 1932. 

Canna spp. Gannas. 

The garden cannas, then of a few kinds, were, it is said, first 
imported into this country from Europe by S. Roebelens, the well- 
known German plant collector in Siam, about thirty-five years ago. 
Previous to that time only the native Indian shot (CIndica L.) was 
to be seen here. The garden cannas, as now cultivated, comprise 
many species, varieties and hybrids. With the exception of the 
Indian shot just mentioned, all Canna species are exclusively 
American. 

Cattleya spp. 

The cattleyas were among the first orchids introduced for 
cultivation in Siam. Following are some of the species (all of Tropi¬ 
cal America) of the earlier introduction which are still in cultiva¬ 
tion in Bangkok to-day :— 

C. amethystoglossa Lindl. & Reichb. f. Introduced by Ala¬ 
baster 50-00 years ago. 

C. Bowringiana Veitch. Introduced by Prince Tiwakorn, 
through a European in the firm of B. Grimm & Co., about 
35 years ago. 
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0. QaslcelMcma Reiehb* f. Introduced by Alabaster 50-60 
years ago* 

C. Harclyana (a natural hybrid). Introduced by Prince 
Prawra and Pbya Pojana Pricha, from Europe, about 30 
years ago. 

G. intermedia Graham. Introduced b y Alabaster 50-00 
years ago* 

G. labiata Lind! Ditto. 

0* Skinneri Lind). Ditto. 

C. Trianae Lindl. & Reiehb. f. Ditto* 

Chloranthus sp* do^idi (foi fa), Afifl liifjg (Jcait mnangf 

Foi fa, which is probably 0. incompiUM§ Swartz, is 
occasionally cultivated for its minute white fragrant flowers which 
are used for scenting tea leaves. The species is said to have been 
introduced by the Chinese, from China, where it is probably a native, 
more than 50 (some say about 80-90) years ago. 

What has been long cultivated here under the Siamese name 
of niam (iUUD) for its fragrant leaves, which are employed for scent¬ 
ing betel lime, is also a kind of Chloranthus * This is probably an 
exotic species also. In Siam there are a few indigenous chlorantlii : 
one of these, 0. officinalis El., which is also frequently cultivated for its 
fragrant flowers, is known in Northern Siam as hawm kevi In), 

Chrysanthemum spp. Chrysanthemums. UJfLpinFl (benja- 

mas). 

The garden chrysanthemums of the big-flowered varieties are 
said to have been first brought to Siam by the Chinese some time 
during the Ayuthia period {1350-1707 A* D.), probably at least two 
or three centuries ago. The small-flowered kinds, however, are said 
to have been introduced only 60 or 70 years ago, also by the Chinese. 
From the Siamese name ben jamas (benja five, mas = gold) it would 
appear that only the yellow-flowered chrysanthemums were the first 
brought into this country* The garden chrysanthemums are suppos¬ 
ed to be derivatives of two original species, C. mdicum L, and 
C. sinense Sabine, both natives of China and Japan. 
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Chysis bractesceus Lindl. 

There is a specimen of this Mexican orchid in the collection 
of Phya Pojana Pricha of Bangkok. It is not certainly known when 
this orchid was introduced, but it is said to have been presented to 
the late Queen Sai Sawali by a European at least six or seven years 
ago. 

Cinchona succirubra Pav. mu. 

This quinine tree of South America is said to have been in¬ 
troduced to this country, at least to Bangkok, the first time fxfty- 
two or fifty-three years ago, probably from Java, This introduction, 
however, did not live any length of time. 

Clerodendron fragrans Cav. 'imimk 

This shrub of China, Sumatra and Java, with sweet flowers 
and a charming Siamese name, is frequently cultivated and runs wild 
in tins country. The species must have been in Siam many centuries, 
as it was already well known in the reign of the Ayuthia King 
Tnlokanart (1448-1488), its name being familiarly mentioned in the 
Siamese literature of that period. The local people naturally regard 
the plant as native, and those who have seen much of its occurence 
in this country will not perhaps feel inclined to do otherwise. 

Crossandra undnlaefolia Salisk (0. infnvriilmlifonn A- Noes). 

almimtJu. 

This most attractive flowering shrub, or rather sub-shrub, 
native of Southern India and Ceylon, is said to have been in Bangkok 
for about ten years. Nothing further is known about the plant. 

Cyperus alternifolius Linn. IhnlweUa Plant, nnajm. 

A native of Madagascar, this sedge, usually of the smaller 
kind, is occasionally seen cultivated in aquaria and other Met 
situations in this country. It is believed to have been introduced 
during the third reign of the present dynasty (1809-1851). probably 
from Gey Ion, as the Siamese name suggests. 

Crypt os tegia floribunda IL Bi\ 

This purple-flowered climbing shrub of rampant growth and 
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glossy dark-green foliage is pretty common in Bangkok. It is a 
plant of Tropical Africa, and is said to have come to Siam about 
thirty years ago, at the time Allavumda violacea appeared. 

Dahlia variabilis Desf. Dahlia . « 

This beautiful flowering plant of Mexico has been known in 
this country for a long time, perhaps over a century. It is believed 
to have been first introduced from China. Seeds and tubers are 
being regularly imported, mostly from Europe, to keep the stock 
going. 

Dendrobium Phalaenopsis Fitzgerald. 

This Australian orchid, together with its variety Schroederi- 
cmnm, was imported from Europe by Phya Pojana Prieha about 
thirty years ago. Besides this variety there are a few others now 
in cultivation in Bangkok. 

Dendrobium speciosum Sm. 

A native of Australia, this orchid, or rather a variety of 
it, which very closely resembles D. chrysotoxwm (romm), has been 
introduced to Siam several times, but the only specimen known to 
have li\ r ed to flower is that imported from Europe by Phya Darup- 
han Pitaks of Bangkok about five years ago. 

Dendrobium superbiens Reichb. f. 

On account of its floriferous habit and long gracefully-arching 
racemes of crimson-purple flowers of lasting quality, this Australian 
dendrobe is one of the most popular among growers of exotic orchids 
in this country. The form with the light-coloured flower, which is 
rather rare at present, was introduced from Singapore by Phya 
Pojana Prieha about 1894; that with the flower of the typical shade, 
which is now the common one, was imported from Europe by Prince 
Prawm about 1896. 

Dendrobium veratrifolium Lindl. 

Introduced to Bangkok from Singapore by Nai Sri, a plant 
dealer at Silom, in 1931. The orchid is a native of New Guinea. 

Dendrobium undulatum K. Br v vai\ australiense ? 
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Prince Prawm is said to have personally brought this Austra¬ 
lian orchid from Singapore in 1890 or 1891, on the impression that 
it was the Dcmirubium mtperbiens, which he wanted. 

Elaeis guineensis Jacq. Oil Palm, diiiuimk 

Phya Pradibhat Pubhal is believed to be probably the person 
who first introduced this oil-palm of tropical West Africa about 
thirty-five or forty years ago. The palm is usually grown in this 
country only for ornamental purposes, 

Bpipbyllum spp. tuenj, 

Of the Epiphyllum cacti there are at present in cultivation 
in Bangkok two or three kinds, all night-blooming. One of these 
is E. oxy pet alum Haw., the others being probably of hybrid origin. 
They are said to have been introduced from China, by the Chinese, 
about fifteen year ago. Epiphyllums are natives of Tropical 
America and the West Indies, 

Erythrina variegata Linn., var, picta Horfe 

This variegated-leaved coral tree, which is now common in 
gardens, is said to have been first seen in Bangkok about thirty-five 
years ago. It is not known whence and by whom the tree was 
introduced. The species is a native of many countries in the 
tropics. 

The indigenous tawng lang hat mon , it may be 

mentioned, is variety oriental is of the above species, and is usually 
known here under the name of E. indica Lam, 

Eucalyptus globulus Labil L Blue Gum . Enil<ynilRu. miuiiru 
mz 

The blue gum is a native of H. E, Australia and Tasmania, 
and is one of the fastest- and tallest-growing trees known, attaining 
a height of 300 feet and more. Occasional specimens of this 
eucalypt are to be seen cultivated in Bangkok and some provincial 
towns. In this country, however, the species does not seem capable 
of growing beyond a height of a hundred feet or so, although in its 
early years the growth is fairly rapid. This is probably due to the 
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fact that besides being planted in the open, the localities where it is 
grown are not cool enough to favour its full development. In India 
where it has been cultivated for nearly a century, the species lias 
been found to grow satisfactorily nowhere much below 4000 feet 
elevation. 

The blue glim is said to have been seen the first time in this 
country in possesion of Prince Bovoravichaichan about 1880. The spe¬ 
cimen was then but a seedling of small size, and is not known to have 
lived to grow into a tree. The following is a summary of an interes¬ 
ting account given by Phya Sihasakdi Sanitwongse 1 concerning this 
eucalyptus: 

The blue gum was introduced by the llailway Department 
when the construction of the Bangkok-Komt Railway line was in 
progress 2 through the Dong Phya Fai forest, where jungle fever was 
taking a heavy toll of the lives of workmen on the lino. The object 
of the introduction was to have the eucalyptus planted along the 
railway line throughout that notorious forest so that the strong odour 
from the leaves of the plants might diffuse through the surrounding 
country and rid it of the fever germs. All the plants set out on the 
railway line, however, died out, probably before they could become 
of any use. The blue gum was also introduced to the Dusit Palace 
grounds at the time the palace was being erected;* as it was then 
found that the dense plant-growth on the sites acquired for the 
palace purposes harboured anopheles mosquitoes which were the 
cause of several cases of malarial fever among those engaged in the 
construction work. One or two specimens of the 1)1 ue gum planted 
then are still to be seen living in the Khao Din (harden to this day. 

Eugenia uniflora Linn. (E, Michelii Lam.) Brazil or Suri - 

■nam Cherry, UiyiJffil. 


1 MrinsmeTnl suviwr: 


fflTWTU {18 mSWRfU’DDffl'SUTiEKiuVllllltJyUl 


HftflPUj TllilTlW■*], W.PI. 

2 Probably between 1892-1896 (W. W.) 
8 About 1897-1898 (W. W,), 
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This Brazilian shrub with a red edible berry is said to have 
been introduced from Europe by Chow Kun Kromata about 1875, 
The Siamese name refers to the ribbed fruit, which in form some¬ 
what resembles that of the mayom, 3j££j3J ( Phyllanthus distichus 
Mull Arg.). 

Ficus Garica Li mi. Fig Tree, wnpmdxi. 

The fig tree, supposed to be a native of Asia Minor, was first 
introduced into this country by Chow Kun Kromata about forty or 
fifty years ago, probably from Europe, Since then further intro¬ 
ductions of the species have at different times been made by some 
inquisitive gardeners of Bangkok. All these are known to have 
grown unsatisfactorily and to have been in consequence very poor 
in bearing. At present a few specimens of the fig tree are still to 
be seen, but in a condition to further illustrate the unsuitability of 
the species to this country. 

Ficus pumila Linn, ( F. repens Hort. ) Creeping Fig, 

mmim* 

As a covering of walls, eta, this small creeping fig is 
occasionally grown in this country. It was first introduced, from 
either India or Europe, by Mr. Eivett-Carnac about thirty years ago. 
The smaller-leaved varMy ( F. minima Hort. ) is a recent 
introduction imported from Australia by Phya Pojana Pricha in 
1026, F, pumila is a native of Australia, China and Japan, 

Grevillea robusta Gunn, Silky Oak , fluSuifitL 

This ornamental tree of Australia has been in Siam for about 
thirty years, but came into public notice only in the earlier part of 
the reign of King Vajiravndh (1910-1925), It is of course neither 
an oak nor a conifer as the English and the Siamese names might 
respectively lead one to understand. 

Haem ant hus multifiarus Marty n. (if. Kalbreyeri Baker). 

Blood Lily , TlUram 

Th is African amaryllid, of striking beauty when in flower, 
is often seen cultivated in gardens. The plant was introduced at 
Lain pang the first time by Mrs. M. B. F, Swete about eight or nine 


276 


Journal Siam Society , Natural History Suppl. Vol. IX. 


years ago. Of course the blood lily first came to this country much 
earlier; Phya Pojana Pricha says that he accidentally found a bulb 
of it in the pot of a plant imported from Singapore about 1891, but 
that Phya Pradibhat Pubhal may have had the plant some time 
before that. 

Helianthus annuus Linn. Common Sunflower. vnuflJu. 

The sunflower, of the kind with a tall stem and a single 
gigantic flower-head, is said to have been first introduced into this 
country, at Ayudhya, by the Japanese, probably from Japan, during 
the reign of King Narai (1655-1688), //. annuus is a native of 

North America, and is now commonly cultivated here in many forms. 

Hibiscus schizopetalus Hook.f. vplm. 

A favourite garden shrub a few decades ago, this Hibiscus 
has now fallen out of favour, being still seen only in some old gar¬ 
dens. The plant was first noticed in Bangkok about 1887, and pro¬ 
bably it came at most a few years before that date. 

Jatropha pandurifolia Audi*. rjGWiikj (patavia). 

This shrub of the West Indies is pretty common in gardens, 
both the crimson- and the rose-flowered kinds being met with. The 
plant is said to have been first observed at the Saranrom Garden 
about forty-five years ago. The Siamese name indicates that the 
species came from Batavia. 

Livistona chinensis R. Br. (Latania borbonica Hort.) 

iJujsvi, diminish 

This Chinese fan-palm, occasionally seen in Bangkok, is said 
to have been introduced by Phya Pradibhat Pubhal about thirty- 
five years ago. 

Malpighia glabra Linn. Barbados Cherry, mal. 

The Barbados cherry, native of Tropical America and the 
West Indies, is occasionally grown in this country, by some under 
the impression that it is the true cherry tree (Primus Cerasus Linn.). 
The tree has been known in Bangkok for about sixty or seventy 
years. 

Also known among some Bangkok people as a “ cherry ” tree 
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is a plant, apparently a Ficus, whose young 1 entice]lafcetl stem ami 
branches in a way resemble those of the true cherry tree, 

Malvaviscns pilosus DC, {iM, arborms Caw) TOJWy, 

This shrub with bright scarlet-crimson flowers has been grown 
in this country for over sixty years. It is a native of the West 
Indies, and is cultivated in many countries in the tropics. It is not 
known from which country the plant came directly to Siam. 

Mentha sp. Mint frlKUWU (Baranfe). 

The sa/rane mint, commonly grown in this country for culinary 
purposes, is said to have been introduced during the reign of King 
Plira Nang Klao (1824-1851) by a European named 8arani (phonetical 
transliteration of sriatu), from which the Siamese name for the mint 
has been derived. The mint is not known to have flowered here. 
It is probably some form of M\ arvensis Linn., a native of Europe 
and Temperate Asia, 

Nephthytis picturata N. E. Br. BBuaiurrun, rmriuil, nun 
uvfim. 

A native of Congo, this aroid is occasionally seen cultivated 
in Bangkok greenhouses, on account of its variegated leaves 
whose white markings form an artistic pattern much resembling a 
Siamese design known as lai kanok (SllliTUn). The aroid was first 
seen about forty years ago with Prince Sanpasart who, it may be 
said, had a rich collection of exotic foliage plants. 

Oncidimn spp. 

The oncidiums listed below, all orchids of Tropical America 
and the West Indies, now still in cultivation, were introduced by 
Mr, Alabaster between fifty and sixty years ago, unless otherwise 
stated:— 

0. ampliation Lindl. 

0. concolor Hook, 

0, Lanceanum Lindl, 

0. Inr iduvi Lindl. 

0. Krmmrkmnm Reichb, f. Introduced by Prince Tiwakron 
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about 40 years ago. 

0. pajrilio LindI. The butterfly orchid. 

Pachira aquatica Aubl. (P. (jrandifiora Tussac). 

Introduced from Mexico by the Deng Toi Nursery in the 
early part of 1983. The species, which is allied to Bombax , the 
silk-cotton trees, is a native of Tropical America. 

Pelargonium Radula L’Her. Rose Geranium, 

The above species, or rather a form of it, native of South 
Africa, was first brought over to Chiengmai from Moulmein ( Lower 
Burma), via Me Sot, by Maung Ba Twin, a Chiengmai resident, in 
1907. To Bangkok a similar plant is said to have been introduced 
by a Straits-born Chinese about fifteen years ago. The plant is 
nowhere common at present. 

The Northern Siamese name given to this rose geranium is 

© © 

ton namldan, finuuinihj, which is a literal translation of the Burmese 
name ye muih vice. The plant is so called because of its fragrant 
leaves, which the local people often employ for perfuming their 
clothes. The Bangkok name eau tie coloyne is of course of the 
same significance. 

Pereskia Bleo DC. Barbados Gooseberry. TinaTtnYMN. 

This leafy cactus of Central and South America is occasionally 
grown in gardens, sometimes as a plant for live fence. It has been 
in Bangkok for about forty years. A dwarf form, not over two or 
three feet in height, appeared a few years ago. The Siamese name, 
which is literally bastard rose , has been given to the plant on account 
of its rose-like pink flower. 

Phalaenopsis spp. 

There are several species of this genus of orchids in cultiva¬ 
tion in this country. Among the exotic ones the following have been 
known since the time of Prince Sanpasart, successor to Alabaster as 
superintendent of the Royal (Saranrom) Garden, between forty and 
fifty years ago :— 

P. Aphrodite Reichb. f. (Amboyna). 

P. ijramdijiora Lindl. (Borneo and Java). 
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P, SoMUeriann Reich b, I, (Philippines). 

1\ Stuart tan a Reichh. f. (Philippines). 

Probably some ot the above may have existed since Alabaster s 
Lime, 50- ISO years ago. 

Phlox Brummondii i look, Driivimoud\v (mu (yisoou). 

This garden phlox, native of Texas, is commonly cultivated in 
this country, Seeds are said to have been first imported from 
England by Mr, Rivett-Carnac about thirty years ago. 

The local name yi soon is applied to a few exotic plants with 
nun-fragrant but good-looting flowers. 

V? O C5 

Phoenix dactylifera Linn. Dale Palm. Bl4TO£aii (indhapu- 
' lam). 

Specimens o£ the date palm arc occasionally cultivated for 
curiosity in tin’s country. It is not known when the date palm first 
appeared in Siam. Fifty years ago, it is said, a few date trees of 
5-6 metres in height were already seen in Bangkok. Of course the 
the date^Wum has been known to the Siamese for quite a long time. 
In Luang UdonLs diary we find mentioned that in the year 1SJ39- 1840 
King Phra Nang Klao had twenty piculs of dates sent (by a sailing 
boat from Bangkok) to Chow Phya Sri Pi pat, head of a military 
expeditionary force at Kedah. Judging from the Siamese name 
mdltapaktiti, which is said to be also Tamil, the date ‘plum 
was probably first imported to Bangkok from India, or at least by 
Indians. The date palm is a native of North Africa and Southwest 
Asia, 

Also found cultivated in this country under the same local 
name Is the wild date palm, or sugar palm (P, sylvestris RuxU), a 
native of India, which is apparently a very old introduction. This 
species is allied to the date palm, and is by some thought to he the 
origin of the latter. It can be distinguished at a distance from the 
date palm by its somewhat spherical crown; in the true date palm 
all the leaves form acute angles with the stem. 

Plumbago capensls Thunb. Plumbago . WOTtfUQTl 

It is not known when this common South African shrub with 
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] >a 1 e dbl u c flo wer s wa sin t rod n eed into tl i i s e ou n try . It i s s aid to h a v e 
been brought the first time to Bangkok from the western part of 
Peninsular Siam by Mom Rujutai in 1908 or 1909. 

Poliantlies tuberosa L. Tuberose* sfaUTiau 

On account of their mild fragrance and lasting quality, and 
perhaps also because of their unobtrusive white colour which is 
symbolical of peace and purity, the tuberose flowers, in whole spikes, 
whenever available, are most used by the Chinese and the Siamese as 
offerings at sacred shrines. The tuberose is a native of Mexico, but 
probably from China and by the Chinese it is believed to have been 
first introduced into this country before the Bangkok era, that is, 
over 150 years ago. 

Portulaca grand!flora Hook. Rose Moss. UflJTOJR*! 

This is a flowering herb of recent introduction, having been 
seen here only within the last few years. It is a native of Brazil. 

Pritchardia pacifica Seem. & Wendl. thwwR, thnwmJ^i. 

This grand-looking fan-palm of a rather short trunk was first 
introduced from England, by either Phya Pojana Prieha or Phya 
Pr&dibhat Pubhal about 1902. It is native of Samoa and Fiji Islands. 

Ptmica Granatum Linn. Pomegranate 'utjfijJ. 

Nothing is known about the pomegranate, which has been 
in cultivation from ancient times, probably even before the foundation 
of the Kingdom of Siam itself. However, the dwarf variety is said 
to have been brought from China during the second reign of the 
Cbakri dynasty (1809-1824). The pomegranate is indigenous to 
Persia, Afghanistan and N. W. India. 

Revenala Madagascar iensis Soim. Traveller s Tree. nfotl 

mm 

Its palm-like stem with a crown of two-ranked banana-like 
leaves in fan-wise arrangement renders the travellers tree very 
singular and interesting in appearance, and on this account the tree 
is now frequently grown in gardens. In olden days the tree was to 
be seen planted only in the grounds of Buddhist monasteries, as 
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is now the case in Northern Siam with Mura glauea Roxb., 
an indigenous plant of the same family. The traveller's tree is said 
to have been already well known in the reign of King Phra Chawm 
Klao (1851-1868). From these facts, as well as from the Siamese 
name of the tree itself, the traveller’s tree was evidently introduced 
from Ceylon by some religious body, probably during the reign 
of King Phra Nang Klao (1825-1851), in which period religious 
intercourse between Siam and that country was frequent. The 
latest-known in trod action was that brought to Bangkok, at Wat 
Liap, about the beginning of the reign of King Yajhavudh (about 
twenty-four years ago), from Ceylon and by a Ceylonese priest. 
The travellers tree, as its botanical name implies, is a native of 
Madagascar, 

Renanthera, Lowei Reichb. f. 

This long, climbing orchid of Borneo is occasionally to be 
found in Bangkok orchid houses, where it is usually known as 

O 3 i/ 

Vanda Lowei Kindi. It lias been here since Alabaster’s time, 50-60 
years ago. 

Rhapis Immilis Blume, Cane Palm . 'YimiS, 4?. 

This low fan-palm of cane-like gronpy stems is now very 
common in gardens, often kept dwarfed as a pot plant. It was 
introduced about thirty-five years ago, probably from China, its 
native country. 

Rivina Immilis Linn. Rouge Plant , Blood-berry, 

A native of Tropical America, this bright red-fruited herb is 
now pretty common, growing up spontaneously in various places. It 
bears a passing resemblance to a chillie plant, hence its Siamese 
name. Its introduction is not known, but it has been seen in 
Bangkok for about thirty or forty years. 

Rosa damascena Mill, Damask Rare. (gulab 

mawn). 

With the exception of the gulab mawn, a kind of damask 
rose, which is the commonest and the hardiest, all the numerous 
varieties of roses now seen in cultivation in this country arc known 
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to have come into Siam only within the last sixty years or so* The 
gidab mown, however, is said to have been brought to Slain by the 
Mon (hence the Siamese name, which is literally Mon rose) from 
their eounry, the present Lower Burma, during either the reign of 
King Xaresuan (I 590-1G05) or that of his father, King Maliadha- 
maraja (L569—1590). Possibly, of course, the gnlvtb mazvn may have 
come to this country much earlier than the above periods. The 
native country of Korn damascena is unknown. 

The Siamese have no generic name of their own for roses, 
the name gut ah being, as one knows, borrowed from India. 

Ruta graveolens Linn. Rue , Herb of Grace . l. 

This hoary-green, strongiy-aromatie perennial herb, native of 
South Europe and West Asia, is occasionally to be found cultivated 
in pots for medicinal uses. It is not accountable when the plant 
came to Siam, but it is certainly known that it has been in Bangkok 
for at least seventy years. The Siamese name aru% which is 
evidently from aruda, a Hindu name for the rue, is suggestive of 
the plant having been introduced from India, or by Indians. The 
rue is not known to have flowered in Bangkok. 

Salvia splendens Ker-Gawl. Scarlet Sage. tJsrrffliSia 

It is not certainly known when the scarlet sage, a native of 
Brazil, was lirst imported into Siam. Dr. 11. M, Smith informs the 
writer that it was introduced at Lam pang by English seeds about 
DIG, by Mrs. L. S. Hanna, and is now widely grown in villages in 
various parts of Lam pang province. 

Besides the above species, S. coco at tea Linn., also an American 
plant, and its derivatives, are often cultivated in Bangkok. 

Sanchezia nobilis Hook., vai\ glaueiphylla Lein. iironios "( 

This acanthaceous shrub of Ecuador is commonly seen in 
Bangkok gardens, where it thrives luxuriantly, forming big clumps. 
The plant is said to be an introduction of about 50 or GO years' 

standing. 

Schizocasia Portei Schott. tMtinftiFto/' (alabaster). 

This avoid of the Philippine Islands is occasionally met with 
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in Bangkok green-ho uses. It is said to have been introduced to 
Bangkok at Suan An ant about fifty years ago, by Henry Alabaster, 
after whom it has been Ideally named. 

Schomburgkia spp. 

There are two species of Schomburgkia orchids at present 
cultivated in Bangkok, one is S. midulata Lindh, a native of Colom¬ 
bia and Venezuela, the other is 8. tibicinns Batein., a native of 
Honduras and Cuba. The former was introduced during Alabaster’s 
time, between fifty and sixty years ago, but it is not certain whether 
it was Alabaster himself or Chow Kun Kromata who had it first. 
The latter was imported from Europe by Phya Pojana Pricha of 
Bangkok a little over thirty years ago. 

Spondias dulcis Forst, (8. cythera Sonn.) u:fisnwTll, 

Tins fast-growing tree, a native of Society Islands, is often 
grown in this country for its sweet-acid fruit which is sometimes 
known as Otaheite apple . It has been in Siam for over fifty years. 

Swietenia Mahagoni Linn. Mahogany, wreranSuliiiMa 

Besides the big-leaved mahogany (fit macrojjhylla) which is 
commonly planted as a road-side tree, 8 . Mahay out, which has much 
smaller leaves, leaflets and capsules, is also occasionally seen in 
Bangkok. Judging from the size of a specimen now growing in the 
Saranrom Garden, which lias a trunk of many feet in girth, the 
species must have been in Siam at least fifty or sixty years, 
fit Mahatjoni is a native of Tropical America. 

Termlnalia Arjuna Bedd. mhina? 

Tile only specimen of this Indian Termimiha seen bv the 
writer in this country is that now growing in the Saranrom Garden, 
in front of the big open building which is often used as an exhibition 
or dancing hall on “fair” days. It is believed that the tree was 
probably introduced from India between 50 and 60 years ago, 
during which period King Clmlalongkom paid a visit to that country. 

T. Arjuna is closely allied to alula and 2\ ermulata, the 
Siamese rok-fa (jnwn) trees, from which it can be readily distinguish¬ 
ed by its smooth grey bark and drooping brandies. 
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Thrinax radiata Lodd. ( T . elegam Hort.) 

(pam sadu luerng)* 

Probably this species, the pam sadtt hieriaj , is said to have 
been introduced by Phya Pradibhat Pubhal about thirty-live years 
ago* The Siamese name refers to the conspicuous yellow ligule or 
process at the base of the leaf-blade. 1\ radiata is a native of the 
West Indies. 

Thuja orientals Linn. Chinese Arbor-Vitae, SfUffiTSim 

The Chinese arbor-vitao and some of its forms are the com¬ 
monest among garden conifers in this country. Large examples of 
the species are often to be seen at old Chinese temples. This conifer 
is said to have been introduced from China during the second reign 
of the present dynasty (1809-1824). 

Tithonia diversifolia DC. Mexican Smijtower . vnufliflwu. 

Information from many sources has it that the Mexican sun¬ 
flower has been in Bangkok for about thirty-one years* This seems 
to confirm, as the first for the species, the date of introduction (1902) 
recorded in Nat. Hist. SuppL, viii, No* 4, p* 334. 

Triphasia trifolia P* Wils. (P. trifolioM DO*) sjrtmm 

This old garden shrub is said to have come from China, its 
native home, during the second reign of the Ghakri dynasty (1809— 
1824)* It is now becoming a rare sight here, 

Vallaris pergulatia Bunn, •auirmn, -n.THSmpinau 

When in flower, which is white and strongly i i ms k-seen ted, 
this is certainly one of the most charming garden climbers. It is a 
native of Java, Timor, and the Malay Islands, and is said to have 
been in Bangkok for at least sixty or seventy years. 

Closely allied to the above is a Siamese species, Vallaris 
Jleynei Spreng,, ‘SlWJUlFlian, which has very fragrant flowers of quite 
a different smell. 

Vanda tricolor Lind I, 

This Javanese Vanda is also one of the exotic orchids earliest 
cultivated in this country, being introduced to the Saranrom Garden 
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at Bangkok between fifty and sixty years ago, from Singapore. 

Zinnia elegans Jacq. Ga/rdm Zinn ia . intrim 
The garden zinnia, a Mexican plant, now very commonly cul¬ 
tivated in many varieties, is said to have been first observed in 
Bangkok in the garden of Phya Sombataya Pibal of Ban Dawk Mai 
fifty or a little more years ago. Only small and single-or semi-double- 
flowered kinds were then to be had. 

Royal Forest Department, 

Bangkok, April, 1934. 




